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	REGULATIONS




It is the responsibility of the named contact person to ensure that all players, coaches, officials and volunteers are conversant with the following regulations:

1: Playing Qualifications and Eligibility

1.1  
Affiliation – to qualify for inclusion in the South Yorkshire County Indoor 

         League a player must be a registered member to the South Yorkshire      

         County Netball Association through their club.

1.2  
All registered members must have paid their affiliation to England Netball 

         and the appropriate Levy to South Yorkshire County Netball Association 


1.3
All players must have their affiliation logged with the county affiliation secretary before 13 September 2011.  Any players joining a team after this date must be affiliated prior to participating in the league.


1.4   Players must be aged 14 years and over to participate in the league (for more details, please see the website for details on age banding).


1.5
Pregnant individuals may not take part in league matches beyond the 12th week of pregnancy.

2: Registration of Squad Members

2.1
Team registration sheets for each participating team must be completed fully; these must be completed and forwarded to the league co-ordinator before participating in your first fixture.


2.2
Teams may only play those whose name appears on the team sheet held by the league co-ordinator.

2.2.1 Once a player has participated in one game for their registered team, they are unable to transfer/ play for any other team. 

2.2.2 Any additional team players should be registered and full details given to the league co-ordinator prior to the start of the match they are to participate in (this could be via text, email or writing).

The use of a non-registered player (to SYCNA) will result in a deduction of 3 points per game the non-registered player participates in.

3: Affiliation of Squad Members

3.1 All players / umpires / officials who participate in the winter league must be affiliated to South Yorkshire County Netball Association prior to participating in the league.

3.2 All players / umpires / officials must have paid their affiliation to England Netball and the appropriate Levy to South Yorkshire County Netball Association prior to participating in the league; this should be paid to the county affiliation secretary.

3.2.1 Any additional team players must be affiliated and full details given to the affiliation secretary prior to the start of the match they are to participate in.

The use of an unaffiliated player (to both England Netball & South Yorkshire County netball Association) will result in a deduction of 3 point per game the non-affiliated player participates in.

4: Cancellation of Fixtures

4.1 Failure to play fixtures on the allocated date and time could result in the team(s) losing their deposit and/or been charged the cost of the court. 

Teams may also be charged the cost of the opponents/umpires travel expenses if fixtures are not cancelled with enough notice (playing at 7pm – fixtures not cancelled until 6.30pm)

4.2 Should a team cancel a fixture; the non offending team will be awarded 5 points for the match and a score of 20:0

The team who cancels the fixture will be deducted 3 points.

4.3 Any team cancelling a fixture will be required to provide BOTH umpires for the allocated umpiring match (as per umpire guidelines).

4.3.1 Failure to provide an umpire(s) at your allocated matches could result in teams losing their deposit and/or been charged a fee to the person who steps in.

Failing to provide an umpire will also see a deduction of 3 points for the offending team.

Teams cancelling 2 or more games during the season may be excluded from the following years league (winter)

4.4 It is the responsibility of the team cancelling the fixture to notify the opposing team and umpires as far in advance as possible

Notification should also be sent to the league co-ordinator, via email or text message – THIS IS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY.
5: Fixture Arrangements


5.1
All fixtures are to be played at the English Institute of Sport, Sheffield on Tuesday (unless other wise agreed with SYCNA and the teams directly involved). All matches will be played indoors.

5.2 Playing times are allocated and will commence at either 6pm, 7pm, 8pm or 9pm. 

5.2.1 All games must be started within 5 minutes of the allocated start time. The duration of the fixture will then be adjusted accordingly.

5.2.2 No game should start after 5 minutes of the allocated start time; the team on court ready to play will be awarded the point. Any game played after this will be done so as a friendly.

6: Match Regulations

6.1 All matches shall be played to the current IFNA Netball Rules.

6.2    All matches shall be of 48minutes duration (4 x 12minutes), unless 5.2.1 needs to be instigated.

7:
Umpires

7.1  Championship - All umpires must be of a competent level and hold a   

       minimum of a C Award qualification.

7.2   Division 1 – All umpires must be of a competent level and hold a 
       minimum of a C Award qualification.
7.3    Division 2 – All umpires must be of a competent level and hold a 
       minimum of a C Award qualification.
7.4    Division 3 – All umpires must be of a competent level and hold a 
       minimum of a C Award qualification.

Umpires should not umpire more than 2 games in either the Championship or Division 1 or Division 2 or Division 3 (or a combination ) in anyone night.

7.5   Division 4 – All umpires must be of a competent level and hold or be 

  working towards a C award umpire qualification (from 2012/13 season  

  umpires in this division will be required to hold a minimum of a C award   

  umpire qualification.

7.6   Division 5 – Umpires must be of a competent level and hold or be working 

  towards a C award umpire qualification.

7.7 
It is the umpire’s responsibility to organise scoring of the game

they can either

· Score themselves (both umpires must score)

· Use scorers - as long as 2 scores are present; scores must stand together away from team benches and must call the score out after each goal. 

· If scorers are to be used, they may also time the game

        7.8    Umpires who officiate in the league are expected to conform to a standard of physical fitness, which allows them to keep pace with the speed and variability of the game(s).  If age, injury, illness or pregnancy is likely to affect the umpire’s movement and positioning to the detriment of the game, she / he is required to withdraw from officiating.

        7.9     The Workforce Development Group may for the purpose of tests and 

                  assessments use some matches, notice will be given to teams involved.

8: Injury

8.1 There will be no injury time. Unless in the event of serious injury. In the 

        event of serious injury a report will be submitted to the Management Board   

        who will then decide whether the remaining time of the fixture will be     

        played at a later date.

8.1.1 In the event of a serious injury the umpire must call time (by use of their whistle), clearly stating to the other umpire and teams why injury time has been called. 

The umpires/scorers should note down the following and submit 

with the scorecards

· What quarter the game was in

· How long of that quarter was left to play

· Reason why play was stopped.

8.2 If a player is unable to carry on in the game, a substitution should be made ASAP (no injury time is called, and play should not be stopped).

8.3 The opposing team are unable to make a substitution but are able to move around the players already on court.

9: Completing the Results Cards

9.1 Each team must complete a results card and place in the box at the EIS reception desk.

9.2 Following the fixtures, each team must text their result to the allocated mobile phone number

9.2.1 The message should cover the following information 

· The name of the teams playing

· The score

· The name of the team who has won

The resulted should be text by 7pm on Wednesday following the fixture taking place.

Should a team fail to fully complete the results card a 1 point deduction will be imposed for each incomplete card.

9.2.2 Should a team cancel a fixture – the offending team should email 


     Julie Govan stating who and why the fixture has been cancelled 

           (contact details can be found at the back of this handbook).

10: Results

10.1 Points will be awarded as follows: 


5 points for a win

3 points for a draw

2 points for a losing team scoring within 5 goals of the winners score

1 point for a losing team scoring more than half the winners score

10.2  A results table will be compiled on the basis of the points awarded to each 

         team. 



Where two teams is level on points;


   10.2.1
Goal average shall be used to decide placing, i.e. the team with the higher average score over the season shall take precedence

10.2.2 If goal average is tied then goal difference will be applied (the 



      difference between goals for and goals against.

            10.2.3
If goal difference is tied, the team with the most goals will be adjudged the winner.

     10. 3
The league will operate a 

1 up 1 down system at the end of the season from the Championship / Division 1.


2 up 2 down system at the end of the season form all other divisions.  

In the event of new team entering / teams withdrawing from the league South Yorkshire Management Board may instigate a slight variation to this rule.
11: League Adjudication

11.1 Any queries or issues regarding the playing of a match and/or its result must be submitted in writing to SYCNA Management Board Secretary within Seven (7) working days. Advance notice of such query or dispute should also be provided by telephone within 48 hours of the end of the fixture.

11.2 All queries, issues and disputes regarding the playing of a match and/or its result will be determined in the first instance by a sub-committee convened by the SYCNA Management Board, which will use best endeavours to determine the issue within ten (10) days of receipt of correspondence

11.3 SYCNA Management Board will have the power to determine the penalty to be imposed on teams and players who are in breach of these rules and regulations regarding the playing of matches in the South Yorkshire Winter League. Such penalties will include reprimands, the deduction of league points, fines, suspensions, and expulsion from the competition.

11.4 In the event that any team wishes to appeal against the decision of this sub-committee, it must notify the SYCNA Management Board within five (5) working days of receipt of the decision. In this event, the matter will be considered under England Netball’s Disciplinary Regulations 10 and 12, which allows for an Appeals Panel to be convened. The decision of the Appeals Panel will be final and binding on all parties. 

The Appeals Panel will have the power to:

· Endorse the decision of SYCNA, and uphold any penalty imposed

· Endorse the decision of SYCNA, and increase or decrease any penalty imposed

· Overturn the decision of SYCA, and increase, decrease or remove any penalty imposed

11.5 Any team which wishes to appeal more generally against the governance and management of the South Yorkshire League by SYCNA, or against specific decisions made by it, must also observe the procedures laid out in England Netball’s Disciplinary Regulations 10 and 12.

11.6 Any complaint which does not concern the playing of a match and/or its result, but which is made in respect of a disciplinary offence, will be addressed in the first instance by an Investigation Committee convened under and acting in accordance with  the Disciplinary Regulations of England Netball. Such Committee shall have the power to refer the complaint to a Disciplinary Panel, which shall proceed in accordance with the Disciplinary Regulations of England Netball.
11.7
Failure to comply with the point outlined above could invalidate their right to raise a query, issue, appeal.

11.8
No team may automatically claim a fixture – The league organiser must be notified first with reasons why, where appropriate guidance may be sought from the Management Board or appointed group.

12: First Aid

12.1
It is the responsibility of each team to provide basic first aid cover.

         12.2 The sports centre does have trained first aider's on site, should they be 

                 needed for basic first aid.

         12.3 In the event of any accident/incident, please complete an accident/incident 

                 report form (available from the website) and return to Rachael Radford 

13: Rules Directives

13.1 Gloves

No form of glove may be worn when playing netball. If for medical reasons gloves are required then on production of an appropriate medical certificate gloves to be worn.

These players are then to be advised to have personal liability insurance. 

Umpires are reminded that they still have to be satisfied that any gloves worn do not present an obvious hazard to other players.

Gloves should be plain, soft leather type, seamless or with internal seams.

13.2 Jewellery - Studs
Umpires have a duty to ensure in the normal way that all their pre-match duties are adhered to. This includes the checking of jewellery and nails etc. 

Umpires should not however be asking players to physically show that they have no adornments as it is hoped that all players would respect that the umpire is dealing with her pre-match duties as an umpire according to the rules. 

However, if during a match a player is found to still have an item of jewellery on after having been asked to remove ‘all jewellery’ then again the umpire will deal with this by asking for it to be removed. 

If the player should refuse then she would be asked to leave the court and not continue the game until it was removed.

13.3 Leg Braces

Players wearing leg braces to protect injury or surgery and who are prepared to take the risk of playing, may take the Court provided the brace is covered adequately thus presenting no obvious hazard to other players. Such players are advised to have personal liability.

Umpires should note that it is their responsibility to check that the covering, usually in the form of soft crepe bandage-type material or thick layers of tape, is secure enough to prevent any metal or hard plastic surfaces causing injury to other players should a collision occur. 

Umpires have no responsibility in respect of a player’s decision to

play while wearing a leg brace, unless the covering is inadequate.

13.4 Medic Alert Bracelet

NO item of jewellery except a wedding ring, and / or medical

                alert bracelet, shall be worn. If either or both are worn, each shall be  

                taped.
14:  EIS Code of Conduct

         14.1 All teams will be held responsible for the behaviour of their players,      

                 officials spectators.

         14.2 No outdoor shoes should be worn in the sports hall, especially heeled 

                 shoes (people are requested to remove these prior to entering the court 

                                                                                                                          area).

         14.3 No food or drink will be permitted in the sports hall other than water

         14.4 An exception will be granted for those players who under special 

                 circumstances need to supervise children. However every effort should be 

                 made to ensure that a suitable adult is available to supervise them. Prams 

                 will not be allowed on the court playing area and children may be asked to 

                 remove their outdoor shoes

         14.5 It is the responsibility of all team secretaries/contact person to ensure 

                 they, their players and guests are fully conversant with the EIS Health & 

                 Safety requirements   

LIABILITY

15: Liability

   15.1 South Yorkshire County Committee accept no liability whatsoever in respect of loss of personal items whilst playing or watching a game.

UMPIRE INFORMATION & CONTACT DETAILS

All teams/clubs are expected to provide their own umpires, and will umpire as per the umpire schedule.

As a county/region is important we have up to date details of all our umpires, please complete the umpire contacts list (contained in this pack) will all your umpire details

If you require further information on umpires or would like to get involved with umpiring, please contact myself on any of the details below.

Rachael Radford – Affiliation Secretary / League Co-ordinator / Junior League Co-ordinator  - r.radford@southyorkshirenetball.com
Julie Govan – Results Co-ordinator – julie.g@southyorkshirenetball.com
Julie Chant – Umpire Mentor Co-ordinator – julie.c@southyorkshirenetball.com
Bev Willert – Umpire Course Co-ordinator – bev.w@southyorkshirenetball.com
Sharon Green – Management Board Secretary – 

                                                                  s.green@southyorkshirenetball.com
Sharon Greensill – Management Board Chairperson – 

                                                                 s.greensill@southyorkshirenetball.com

More information and contact Details can be found on the website – www.southyorkshirenetball.com
